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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to the paper filed on deember 17,2008 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,3-5,13,15,44,46 and 63-68 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) ^All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
David Hill on January 22, 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information-signal playback system comprising an 
information-signal reading apparatus and an information-signal processing 
apparatusi[[,]] the information-signal reading apparatus comprising: readout means for 
reading out media type information from a recording medium and an encrypted video 
signal comprising copy control information , the media type information indicating a 
type for the recording medium; encryption means for encrypting the media type 
information to create encrypted media type information; and output means for 
supplying, to the information-signal processing apparatus, the encrypted media type 
information, the media type information, and the encrypted video a main information 
signal which includes copy control informatio n; and the information-signal processing 
apparatus comprising: decryption means for decrypting the encrypted media type 
information and the encrypted video signal received from the information-signal 
reading apparatus; determining means for determining the copy control information 
from the decrypted video signal; comparing means for comparing the decrypted media 



Application/Control Number: 09/35 1 ,399 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3685 

type information with the media type information, and determining whether the media 
type information has been altered to judge if an attempt to alter the media type 
information has been performed ; and control means for controlling output of the video 
main information signal based on the basis of the media type information, the decrypted 
media type information, the determination judgment of whether an attempt to alter the 
media type information has been altered performed , and the copy control information. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) An information-signal playback system according to claim 
1 wherein the encryption means employed in the information - signal reading apparatus 
encrypts the media type information in accordance with a CSS system. 

4. (Currently Amended) An information- signal playback system according to claim 
1 wherein: 

information indicating never-copy or one-copy control implementation for 
controlling a copy operation has been added to the video main information signal 
recorded on the recording medium; 

the information-signal processing apparatus includes a detecting means for detecting 
the information indicating never-copy or one-copy control implementation added to the 
video main information signal received from the information-signal reading apparatus; 
and 
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the control means controls the predetermined processing carried out on the video 
main information signal based at least in part on by taking the information indicating 
never-copy or one-copy control implementation detected by the information - signal 
detecting means into consideration . 

5. (Currently Amended) An information-signal playback system according to claim 
4 wherein: 

the information indicating never-copy or one-copy control implementation is 
superposed on the video main information signal; and 

the information indicating never - copy or one - copy control detecting means employed 
in the information - signal processing apparatus detects the superposed information on 
the video main information signal. 

6-12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) An information- signal reading apparatus comprising: 

readout means for reading out media type information from a recording medium and 
an encrypted video signal comprising copy control information , the media type 
information indicating a type for the recording medium; 

encryption means for encrypting the media type information to create encrypted 
media type information; and 
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output means for supplying, to an information-signal processing apparatus, the 
encrypted media type information, the media type information, and the encrypted video 
a main information signal which includes copy control information ; 

wherein the information-signal processing apparatus comprises: 

decryption means for decrypting the encrypted media type information 
and the encrypted video signal received from the information-signal reading apparatus; 

determining means for determining the copy control information from 
the decrypted video signal; 

[[a]] comparing means for decrypting the encrypted media type 
information and comparing the decrypted media type information with the media type 
information, and determining whether the media type information has been altered; and 
to judge if an attempt to alter the media type information has been performed 

control means for controlling output of the video signal based on the 
media type information, the decrypted media type information, the determination of 
whether the media type information has been altered, and the copy control information . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) An information-signal reading apparatus according to 
claim 13 wherein the encryption means employed in the information signal reading 
apparatus encrypts the media type information an copyright protection in accordance 
with a CSS system. 

16-43. (Canceled) 
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44. (Currently Amended) An information- signal reading method comprising: 

reading out supplying media type information from indicating a type for a recording 
mediu m, encrypted media type information created by encrypting the media type 
information, and a main information signal which includes an encrypted video signal 
comprising copy control informatio n, the media type information indicating a type for 
the recording medium ; and 

encrypting the media type information to create encrypted media type information; 

supplying, to an information-signal processing apparatus, the encrypted media type 
information, the media type information, and the encrypted video signal, wherein the 
information-signal processing apparatus performs the steps of: 

decrypting and comparing the encrypted media type information and the encrypted 
video signal; 

determining the copy control information from the decrypted video signal; 

comparing the decrypted media type information with the media type information to 
determine whether judge if an attempt to alter the media type information has been 
altered; and performed. 

controlling output of the video signal based on the media type information, the 
decrypted media type information, the determination of whether the media type 
information has been altered, and the copy control information . 

45. (Canceled) 
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46. (Currently Amended) An information- signal reading method according to claim 
44 wherein further including the step of encrypting the media type information is 
encrypted in accordance with a CSS system. 

47-62. (Canceled) 

63. (Currently Amended) The information-signal playback system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control means outputs the video main information signal if the 
media type information indicates the recording medium is read-only and the copy 
control information indicates never copy. 

64. (Currently Amended) The information-signal playback system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control means outputs the video main information signal if the 
media type information indicates the recording medium is read-only and the copy 
control information indicates one copy. 

65. (Currently Amended) The information-signal playback system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control means does not output the video main information signal if 
the media type information indicates the recording medium is read-only and the copy 
control information indicates no more copies. 

66. (Currently Amended) The information-signal playback system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control means does not output the video main information signal if 
the media type information indicates the recording medium is rewritable and the copy 
control information indicates never copy. 

67. (Currently Amended) The information-signal playback system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control means does not output the video main information signal if 
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the media type information indicates the recording medium is rewritable and the copy 
control information indicates one copy. 

68. (Currently Amended) The information-signal playback system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control means outputs the video main information signal if the 
media type information indicates the recording medium is rewritable and the copy 
control information indicates no more copies. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 3-5, 13, 15, 44, 46 and 63-68 are allowed over the prior art record. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record 

Schneck et al. (US Patent 6,314,409) teaches A method and device are 
provided for controlling access to data. Portions of the data are protected and rules 
concerning access rights to the data are determined. 

What they fail to teach or suggest: 
None of the art of record, taken individually or combination disclose at least the 
steps/components of "determining means for determining the copy control information 
from the decrypted video signal;comparing means for comparing the decrypted media 
type information with the media type information, and determining whether the media 
type information has been altered, and control means for controlling output of the video 
signal based on the media type information, the decrypted media type information, the 
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determination of whether the media type information has been altered, and the copy 
control information. 

These distinct features render claims 1 allowable. 

Claims 3-5, 13, 15, 44, 46 and 63-68 are either dependant upon claim 1 or 
contain similar limitations and are allowable for at least the same reasons. 

Even if the features missing from the above cited prior art were found in a 
reasonable number of references a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would not have been motivated to combine these reference because the 
claimed feature of "determining whether the media type information has been altered" 
is not a feature normally associated with digital media playback and therefore would 
have to be disclosed by art unrelated to digital media playback. 
Examiner notes that the Applicant disclosure the implementation of the invention 
comprising "software functions written in a PC card which is used by mounting the 
card onto a PC computer " is not objected to under 35 USC 101 . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN M. WINTER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6713. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin Hewitt can be reached on (571) 272-6709. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JMW 

/Calvin L Hewitt II/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3685 



